
Our 
 Learning Pod
By the children and staff of  Writtle Junior School



Meeting at Chartered 
institute of Building in 

London!

The dreaming begins…

We met with several 
building industry 

professionals (including 
architects and surveyors) 
who are excited about our 

vision and are willing to 
support us on the journey.

20th October 2016



Here a few questions to get your group thinking...

What shape would it be? 

What colour would it be?


What material would it be made of?

What would be inside?


How would it be powered?

Who would use it and when?

In group of about 4 get creative and show me! 

Our Dream Classroom!

Upload your ideas to showbie.

CLASS CODE: 3ABU4

Using the app Paper create your dream classroom space. 

Writtle Junior Schools final phase of 
the apple school was put into action 
by Mr Taylor when he announced 
that the school now have the 
opportunity to build a learning pod 
on the school field.
The dreaming begins, the children 
have the opportunity to brainstorm 
ideas for our learning pod...anything 
goes!
9th November 2016.



Let’s have a look at your 
designs… 

Our Dream Classroom!



1.  Technology (Computing Room)

2.  Chilling Out

3.  A room to overcome challenges 

4.  Reading area

5.  Music

Our Dream Classroom!

How will we use our learning space? 
Our schools learning pod priorities. This 
formed part of the brief we sent to the 
architect. 
16th November 2016.



Research into learning spaces. 

Our senior school council members 
visited a school in Southend to see 
their innovative use of space. 
21st November 2016

MILTON HALL PRIMARY SCHOOL 



Our Dream Classroom!

FIRST WE VISITED  THE WHITE ROOM!        



Our Dream Classroom!

Jet plane 



Our Dream Classroom!



Our Dream Classroom!
Whole school learning pod day 

With an early morning assembly, to kick start the challenges, the launch day began. The objective for the day 
was to generate ideas for the pod. With the “professionals” on hand to support us we had everything in place to 
make a good job of the design process.
Firstly, Rob, the architect, set us our brief with some key questions to get us thinking. Two of the main criteria for 
the pod were “a space to learn within” and to be able to hold at least 15 students and 2 teachers.
Then came our challenges for the day…
Rob and Jeff, an architectural student, set up SketchUp, a 3D modeling software, in the hall. Children gathered 
with iPads on hand to sketch their ideas. It was incredible to see Rob and Jeff create our pod right in front of our 
eyes! They also brought in a virtual reality headset for us to try. This gave us a great insight for what could be 
inside the pod!

29th November 2016



Our Dream Classroom!
Whole school learning pod day 

We also had Chris and Mike, members of the Chartered Institute of Building, to help with planning where our 
pod would go. We had to choose a location for our pod by considering how the pod would be supplied with 
power and water and the position of the sun on the playground. We also plotted out the space on the land. We 
used our measuring skills and understanding of perimeter to help us with this. We were even able to 
hammer our iron pegs and strings into place despite the heavily frosted ground!!!

29th November 2016



Our Dream Classroom!
Whole school learning pod day 

Finally, we had the opportunity to create our own floor plans, considering the shape and size of the pod, using accurate scaling. We planned our 
walls, doors and windows first, then added in moveable features such as cupboards, tables and chairs. After we sketched our 2D plan we built up the 
walls and features using grey board to create our 3D model.
There was so much going on and so much to learn! It was clear everyone had a great day from all the smiles on the faces of both children and adults. 
As well as being an enjoyable day, it was also very productive with some brilliant creative thinking occurring. All the children created very 
considered and dynamic designs, with some truly ingenious ideas!
It was such an amazing day! Thanks to all the professionals for their help and support in our design process. We can’t wait to see the architects final 
design.

29th November 2016



Our Dream Classroom!
Design revealed

Rob and Jeff returned to the school to show us their final design idea. They have managed to bring together 
lots of our ideas and create a really magical looking space. 
We still have lots of work and designing to go though, so the school council met with the professionals to get 
some advice and find out what our next steps are. 

January 17, 2017



Our Dream Classroom!
Professionals Q & A

The school council met with the 
professionals involved in this project 
to ask them some questions and 
get some advice about what our 
next steps are. 
21st January 2017



Our Dream Classroom!
Exterior design competition 

Rob and Jeff the architects, returned to launch a competition to design the side of the learning pod 
"wedge". Children had two weeks to come up with a unique design. They could use any materials they 
liked and include lighting or greeny to make the pod as inviting as possible. 
The designs were then judged by the school council and the winners were invited to join in with the 
planning workshop. 
All of the designs were sent on to Rob and Jeff for them to consider and incorporate into the final plan. 

9th February 2017



Our Dream Classroom!
Exterior design competition 



Our Dream Classroom!
Exterior design competition 



Our Dream Classroom!
Exterior design competition 



Our Dream Classroom!
Planning Process afternoon

On Friday afternoon 24 children took part in the planning 
workshop with Stuart Reilly and Mandy Coulson from 

Westminster City Council planning team. The workshop 
aimed to show children why a building had to go through 
a planning permission process, what types of issues were 
brought up in planning a building and then focussing on 
the issues that we had to consider with our learning pod. 

17th March 2017



Our Dream Classroom!
Planning Process afternoon

Firstly, Stuart introduced the idea of a planning permission 
process, using a local well known building for the children to 

consider. Children considered all the major concerns that may 
have impacted the surrounding area. The children decided that 

for this major building, in a city centre location, concerns to factor 
in to a planning proposal were, potential flooding of a nearby 
river damaging a building, pollution caused by the increase in 

cars visiting the building and what the building would actually be 
used for and it’s impact on the community 

17th March 2017



Our Dream 
Classroom!
Planning Process 

afternoon

Then it was time to move onto the Learning Pod plan. After a quick site walk, the children gathered around a 
birds eye view of the school. Again the children very carefully considered potential issues surrounding the 

new building. 
Top concerns around our learning pod plan were; the impact on the neighbours, in particular the infants 
school, the local heritage because of potential archaeological sites on our playing field, protecting the 

environment such as the surrounding trees and wildlife and sustainability. 
17th March 2017



Our Dream Classroom!
Chelmsford Council planning 

department visit.

The School Council took a trip down to Chelmsford Council Planning 
Department in the town centre. They met with Sally and Sarah, who were 
keen to see the proposal.
The school council presented the journey the school had been on from initial 
ideas about the “dream classroom” to the research they had carried out, 
including our learning pod day, and the current planning stage they were in at 
the moment.
The school council were encouraged, by the planners, to think about the 
position of the pod and the possibility of potentially cutting down trees. Sally 
and Sarah also talked about the access to the site for the build and 
considering the neighbours when planning our final design.
The final part of the morning was to work with Sarah and Sally to complete a 
mock planning application so that the children could understand what 
information was needed.



Our Dream Classroom!
Meeting with the Parish council and 

Planning application submission!

Monday 31st July 2017
The pod well and truly took a step in the right direction this week when the planning application was submitted 
to the council planning department!
The last few days of the summer term saw the school council invite our neighbours, the infant school, and the 
Parish council in to view our project. The infant children were in awe of what the junior children had achieved 
and had lots of questions about the project. The parish council members commented on how professional and 
inspiring the whole project was and were fully on board with our final design and proposal.
With this support secured it was down to Rob and Jeff to tie up the final details of the planning application. 
They submitted the application with supporting designs and a presentation written by the School council. We 
are now pleased to say that we have had confirmation that our planning application has been accepted!
It is now an 8 week waiting game to see whether the application will be successful. Look out for the yellow 
planning department proposal signs around near the school.
Fingers crossed!!!



We submitted the Planning Permission at the 
beginning of the summer holiday…. the long wait 
began.



The Planning Permission has 
been granted!  



In Class NT we discussed what name we could 
give our company… we decided on:

This was made by Rico in Year 5!



2oth November 2017 
VR Pod

Rob, Negar and Jeff came in to show us the Pod design in 
3D… it was incredible!



Jackson took us on a guided tour around the Pod using 
his Vive headset.



21st November 2017 
Pod Afternoon…

Ideas for the interior needed to be fine tuned.  It was 
decided that the whole school would work together and 

model their ideas in whatever way they wanted to.





7th December 2017 
Our first phone conference with the law firm Dechert. 

  We were finding out how to form our company. 
  Henry and Freya joined in the conversation.



Travelling to meet with  
Dechert Law Firm - 13th December 2017





Dechert agreed to  help  
us set our company as 
 a pro bono project…



Soil Sampling 
with our friends at 

Meridian Soils 

March 2018



Junior Quantity Surveyor’s

27th April 2018



3rd May 2018

Planning Meeting prior to excavations starting!



9th May 2018

Working with our 
friends at VR Place 
to make a film of 

our Pod



6th June  2018

Site Inspection



Measuring!

14th June 2018



Sharing the Pod Project at AES 2018



Monday 9th July 2018

Ruben and Emily went 
to visit Arthur J 

Gallagher’s Insurance 
Brokers in London.  

They met with Scott.



Tuesday 
10th June 

2018

Health and Safety with Mark from 
the Daniel Connal Partnership 



The foundations are poured!

12th July 2018



Raising Money for our Pod - 29.07.18



Checking Measurements 11.09.18



Site Inspection 

27th September 2018

Followed by an assembly 
  led by Mark to share 

how 
he came to work for the 

 Daniel Connal 
Partnership 



Our new company name… thanks Rico!



Off to visit Barnett and Waddingham

13th November 2018





Alfie and Chloe successfully pitched to the partners 
 of the firm who are now going to make a contribution to 

project. 



Health and Safety Team check out the construction of 
the site office 

24th January 2019



We are working with Writtle College/ University 
to design the garden area of the pod.

15th March 2019



We are doing lots of  
research about plants 

that are suited to the Pod  
garden area.



Brick Laying starts20th March 2019







We worked with students from 
Writtle University/ College to design 

the flower beds for the Pod 
4th April 2019



We used scale to design the flower beds and then we 
invited our families in to see our work.



25th May 2019



11th June 2019



18th June 2019



24th June 2019 

Scaffolding Inspection



23rd September 2019



Measuring up for the windows…



22nd November 2019 

What’s at the end of the rainbow?



23rd January 2020 
Roof Preparation



27th November 2019



23rd January - Green Roof being Installed



24th January 2020



5th February 2020 
Working with Writtle University College to prepare for the Pod gardens





12th February 2020 
Scaffolding is coming down…


